CHAPTER   II
CONFLICT    AND    A    CONCESSION
IT was fortunate for De Lesseps that the Suez Canal
scheme had taken a firm hold of him, providing him
with a continual mental stimulus and an objective that
was worth living and striving for. Tragedy came to
the Manor of Chesnaye. Of De Lesseps' three surviving
sons one took ill and died of scarletina. Charles the
eldest was also attacked, but recovered. Then Mme.
de Lesseps, who had been nursing her children
devotedly, herself contracted the illness, and died
shortly afterwards. To the stricken husband it was
as if the heavens had fallen and impenetrable darkness
had rushed in and overwhelmed the light. Agathe had
been still in her thirties, with the bloom of youth yet
upon her. The couple had been blissfully happy
throughout the too brief years of their married life,
and the shock to De Lesseps' sensitive nature was a
terrible one. His mother-in-law, Mme. Delamalle,
proved a tower of strength to him at this grievous time.
The unusual bond of affection which from the
beginning had subsisted between them was drawn
tighter, and her great heart gave sorely needed com-
fort in the bleak months that followed.
At last one day there came a dramatic moment which
promised new life to the bereaved country squire.  He
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